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CANBER is edited,; produced and direc-
-ted by none other than:-

Alan Dodd,
77 Stanstead Rd.,
Hoddesdon,
Herts.,
England.

-

And sells feor 1/- or 15¢ - and it's

worth much more but I can't get it - and is traded for any ather

fanzines:. Contributions o
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Art Editors:- Jim Cawthorne Terry Jeeves

To whom I am deeply 1

ndebted for placing on stencil all art-

-work in this issue. Without their help tnis issue would not have

been made possible.
.

Art Credits:- = = Bill Harry:- 1,3,5,7,13,20,22,25.
Jim Cawthorne:- 2,8,9,10,11,17,23,27,28.

Eobert
Roar Ringdahl:- 5. J
Terry Jeeves:- 14,15,16,3
Larry S.Bourne:- 23.
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E.Gilbert:- 4,21,24,29,31,33.
ohn !Miles:6. William Roteler:-7,21, 34,
4,37,36,37. Dea:- 19,22.

Lddie Jones:26. Joe Lee Sanders:- 30.
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GOOD LUCK TO BROTHER FRANK JARES FOR TAFF.
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Tell me, have you ever found that you
had that Geﬁeral Custer fee14n79 That feeling
that everything was closing in on vou? Sowahow
that's the way it hasg bcen with CAITER of late.
True -~ CAMEBER doesg have an irregular publishing
schedule and it mustn't bhe expec+Pd to come out
too often. Not that it cculd do anyway with a1l
the various other fanzines I have been assﬁrﬁq”
in recently. I am She English ediftor of CSF myTy
that has necegsitaved typing ny own £tencils for the English section,
then the one shot project of THE DYING OCEAN by Don Stuefloten has
taken time to produce, I have had many mocre corrzgpondents added %o
a very welcome list and I've been writing more {or other people's
fanzines tooc and it has all taken time. Time that I've been using for

other people ingtead of working on CAMBER. But I assure those who
have sgnidely remarked "Are ycu ¢till pub**ﬂhlng 1t?2" - "Of courge I

am - but I can't ruddy well do everything at once!"

I think you'll find a vast accourntienent of material in this
issue, culled by we from all kinde of sources ranging from my home
town to opaln,W10¢1da,Ok1nawa Tenessee,Norway and a whole host of places
too numerous to mention. QlaCuS that T‘ve cowe to know and that I
hope through the pages of this fuﬂélﬁo you'll get to know just a little
too. Head on then 5 This i1s CAMBER No.ll, a D ddering Brainchild.

* %% * KK * %%

ROBERT E. GILBERT A{D THE S L5NCE PICTION NUDES., is an intrig-

-uing cage presented TO ME DY LOPETT reoen%LJ when he pointed out to
me that the girls who appcar in science fiction films are often the
very same nude models of the magazines IMike Deckinger referg to in his
article this issue. Without a de.ziled gtudy of all such magazines it's
not possible to give too many names - but look a¥ Tthe film MYSTERIOUS
INVADER which is a blonde cutie from cuter spaﬂ - one , Shirley
Kilpatrick. A study of ADANM, ©¥OTIC and SIR KNIGHT will reveal the
sape girl in a number of nude poqes. She is Juat one. Ag Gilbert so

rightly pointed out - this does seen to make the girle more intevesting.
SCIENCE FICTION NUDE SPOTTING anyone?? KARKRKRKKEKK XX
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HERCULES is a mighty film in
itselT but behind it lies and even
migntier story. It concerns one
Joseph Edward Levine a New England
promoter who makes his money from
continentael films which he buys
cheaply, promotes and collects a
vast profit from. This to me seems
a process which unfairly treats both
actor and filwm producer.

Take two examples of the films
Levine has thus treated. In 1955 in
Japan he picked up GODZILLA and
then from Italy in 1957 he picked up
the film Anthony Quinn wade with
Sophia ILoren whil=s he wasg there --
ATTILA THE HUN. Both made fortunes -
but the people who made both films
only made a modest amount.

Now con.es HERCULES which
Levine bought in ITaly for a mere
£120,000. This was the kind of epic
that could be boosted to the skies
and given a muss release in a thous-
-and different places at once. It siwmultaneously in the U.S. alone
played 125 cinemas in the New York area, 80 cinemas in and around
Chicago, 120 around the Boston and New England area and 95 more in
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania area. The publicity cawmpaign cost
between 1 and two million dollars to saturate the nation and when
the snowball started rolling it continued conto a2ll the other countries
too. The estimated profit is anywhere in the £8,000,000 line. It secns
a pity the hardworking actors and directors couldn't have had just a
little more from it than the vulture who cane afterward. '

"Mr. Universe" Steve Reeves in his first filwm role is HERCULES
and of him Mike Thompson reporis:—- "What a bouy! He really looked the
part, and any average actor would have had great difficulty in conv-
~incing people that Herculss ever did those impossible tasks. These
include uprooting trees to halt charsging chariots, hurling a discus
out of sight, slaying marauding lions, caving in the skull of the killer
Cretan bull with his massive figt,bursting down dungeon doors, tearing
shackles clean out of stone walls and razing palaces to the dust. And
these are just a few of Hercules' wvarious stunts. The major drawback
with thig picture is the trouble the sound technicians seem to have had
in dubbing an English sound-track onto the Italian original. Half the
time you can't understand the dialogue, and if I hadn't been familiar
with the mythical adventures of Hercules I wouldn't have had a clue as
to what was going on. An unusual film, and an escape from the mundane
life mogt of us lead." 3




A full review of HERCULES waybe ' found in a number of other,

rénzines including AMRA. (George H.Scithers, Box 682, Stanford,Calif.#
- U.S.A.) of which I am tne English agent. ‘

Our congratulations go to American actor Steve Reeves and our
hopes that his voice won't be dubbed in by other actors in future and
that he'll continue in the "Roman" type roles and period gpectacles
"ag long as he can. At the moment he has just completed AGI-MURAD,
THE WHITE DEVIL which was directed by Riccardo Freda and filmed in
Jugoglavia (As was Van Heflin's TEMPEST) with Giorgia Moll and Dorian
Gray. Next in this line comes THE TERROR OF THE BARBARTANS. In the
game vein of films also in circulation is UNDER THE SIGN OF THE CROSS,
THE CROSS AND THE SWORD and VEROD THE GREAT. All good material that
loves of the Conan type of literature will I'm sure look forward to.

* K % KKK * % B2
Some years ago LROBERT E. GILBERT. wrote a story
for I think INFINITY called & THY ROCKS AND RILLS in
which he visualised a future 2 civilisation where a

vastly intelligent, talking
bull would enter the bull
ring and ruthlessly kill
the bullfighters with the

same precision as ‘they kill ©
these animals every year. 0

How tiwme
catches up with SF 7

and fantasy. This
summer 27 of
the top

Spanish bullfighters
were ALL gored. Dominguin
himself was alone gored twice
within the same wmonth and not
one nmajor toreador has escaped
the bulls' horns this summer.
Perhaps fact is finally catching
p on gcience fantasy too. Maybe the
bulls have finally got that intelligence
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Gilbert said they would.

XXX KX * KKK KR * ¥

Sydney Jordan is probably the best science fiction strip cartoonist
in England was at tone London Covention some while back according to the
reports. He deserved a place there judging by a look at the latest
epigsode of his character JEFF HAWKE. This time he tangles with a
dangerous energy alien called THE VIKACOCHAN. A BEM to go down in hist-

-ory. That a pity this isn't available in book form. KEERHRAKKKRKKK %




It was hot in MADRID this
sunmer when I was theré. My hotel
window had a heavy venetian blind
dangling outeide to keep viewers
out but the air in. Outside it a ¥
barrel-organ was playing "He Seems §
Like Such a Happy Man, the Man ¥
Tho Plays the Mandolino.."

A tiny girl pushes the L B
handle of the barrel organ round Fe&&. .. SESERGP; : -
and round while her brother picks up the money thrown from the windows
and acknowledges it. A tired little donkey like so many in Spain sits
between the shafts of the organ. Perhaps he's happy dragging this organ
through the gtreets of Madrid. Perhaps he is better off than his broth-
-erg in the country interwminably travelling round and round the wheel
that drags up the water from the bowels of the earth. We'll never
know what a donkey thinks.

Next to him is parked a shiny black Cadillac and opposite
that is a vast pink American car with a license plate which says
"Texas". Automatically I start humming, "The Eyes of Texas Are Upon
You..."

»* * ¥ * KK * K

While in Madrid I visited the DPrado which contains all the
great paintings of Spain from their Golden Age included among which
ig the alwost complete collection of works of Goya. Now Goya went
ingane before ke died (No matter what Anthony Franciosa does in THE
NAKED MAJA) and this insanity is evident in the many etchings,
sketches and paintings he did before he died. Many of these works are

Q. A4 sheer if distorted genius but twisted,

-~ g ferccious and frightening. A particular
example is of a giant SATAN eating his own
son where the head has actually been bitten
off and swallowed. Other gsketches and
drawings show legions of the lost,dead and
tortured people - agonies of the dying
and the condemned - powerful, repellent
and brilliant.

T was reminded of Goya when I first
gaw the artwork of Ohio fan artist Dave
Prossser for their styles have so much in
conmon but as Goya never worked with spirit
duplicating stencils it's difficult to
give an accurate comparison.

In MAIDCN No.3 (From:- Big Jim Moran,
208 Sladen Street, Dracut, Massachusebts,USA)

—
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we have the first folio of Deve Irosser's artwork which ig spirit
duplicated in several colours to give a marimum effect. The folio

may be repugnant to meny with its suvbject matter but I consider 1t one
of the mogt important contributions to the fanzine art world.

The back cover ig the ficst example that strikes the eyss. A
gaunt naked body hung from the limh of a tree while the vtongue lolls
helplessly from the strangled neck and the birds of the air rip and
tear the intestines of the corpse like red,bleeding strings. THE
TEMPLL OF MAMMON is a masterpiece cf shading with the Denon lurches
from a fierxry chhground while nude females caveort in the foreground
and orgies take place in the coﬂ*re of the picture. THE PUPPETTEZER
ig an all wuvple gtudy of & wvast Golgothic Horror grasping two

ghrivelled witch-like cadavers in each hand. The power of evil is in
every line of this picture. THI VISFORTUNES OF V Ul is an effectiv-
-ely terrifying cowmbination of Alien wv. Trapped Girl. The Aliens are
giant beetle-~like creaturesz, one of whom holds the girl while the
other looks to the sky and danzles a bunch of keys temptingly as the
gign of freedom. NIGHT TLIGHT is verhaps the least effective of the
folio as there is too little contragt. Just the flying vampires with
their female victim. Ons grasyps the trunk, the other the kicking,
outetretched legs. LET OURSELF GQ 1s the noat human of the pictures.
A butchered female body, a bloodstained carving knife and ‘the shaking
killer terrifed at the realisation of what he hns done. UMBILICAL
MELODY is probably the most revolting of the pictures in this folio
because it 1s too medical. A ;uuu“15flc ope raving roow, a birth, a
bloody umbilical .cord and baby and the dripping blood being drunken
by surgeons and girls on the floor Wﬂllo other orgies take place in
full view of the surgeon delivering the baby. You need a very strong
stomach for this one. MIDNIGIT SNACK ias the nearest illustration to
the aforementioned Goya.. skesch of Satan cating his son. Here the
hideous cloven-hoof monster is rending apart young girls while his
minions hold prospective vibtims and the others
scream at the horned demon. SUMMIT TALIE is
superbly topical with an atonlc wrecked city of
rubble where a vulture poises on the telephone

wires watching a hideously wutated father drag 0%
hig distorted son through the streets - capiion 0*
reads - "The Sunmit Talhs were a conplete success! -
Then everyone destroyed their atomic supply --- éﬂg}
WE THOUuHT' ILOVE ON A PEDZISTAL is

gimple in context - a cloven-hoofel \ ~
S

Pan on a pedestal with a frdntic o M A
female trying to make love to him. ‘
BEWAFE OF JEALOUSY - a quotation C /\}Mt( @@ AN Man
from "Othello" which forms a riot &
of colour in Hades where a
gerpent twines ite coily around a “ﬂgﬁfw j\-ra
languid nude. W“
S 2

This is one of the moed
compelling and controversial art
-6




folios to appear in any fanzine
and 1¢ the firgt time Tang have
been given the opportunity to =ee
nmore of Dave Prosger than the few
outstanding examples of his work
in VAMPIRE TRADER. He is an artistd
fandom should not neglect.

* ¥ % ¥* % % * %

In the 1800s magsed bands of
the Sioux and Cheyennes swept down
on General Custer and his men and
glaughtered them at the Little
Big Horn. No white man survived
the slaughter and the only authen-
~tic narratives must come, as this book did, from Indian sources.
Among the Indian warriors was a young brave by the name of Wooden
Leg and WARRIOR is his story. Just as ZERO gives us the alien
view of the Pacific War so Wecoden ILeg gives his version of what
really happened to Custer and his nen. It's a Corgi Western and well
worth the 2/- as it contains maws of the event too and a most inter-
—esting cover shoving a savagc holding aloft e scalp - the artist
of this cover 1g one - JOHN RBEXRY. The book 19 also available in the
U.S. under the title of” A Wa.unlOR WHC FOUGHT CUSTER.

hat with this and ZERO one wonders - are there on octher planets
aliens writing their stories - about their versions on how they are
attacking us?

¥* ¥k ¥ % ¥ % ¥* X ¥

I've a fanzine here called THE SICK ELEPHANT
purporting to come from one George H.Wells in
Box 466, Riverhead, New York, U.S.A. Now, I've
been receiving this spirit duplicated little
fanzine for gome time now and I'm rather suspicious
of fans with a box address. I am ever more susp-
iciocus when *that "person" has a name that is a
gimple anagram of H.Z.VZLLS. Aw, c'mon now some-
~-body out there -- who zare you trying to kid? Eh?
George H.Wells indeecd -~ a likely story.

KKk ¥ H XX ¥* XX

7.7 not get a new record - PYE N25030
which heas sone wonderful pisno music on it -
title is ODDS 'N DODDS telieve it or not. Honest!

% % R R R R e s s i e
,l i T 3 r~
U BROTHER FRANIL JARES FOR TAFP!

HHFHAEAKAFXXRK IR R EXL KK KKK K F KK KK KRR KRR WK KR FKRHXH K%
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Hieroglyphiced by ALAN DODD.

%,:;, i

however the film itself I want to
investigate but the publicity methods
used on the film when shown in the
U.5. as they provide an interesting
insight to the methods used to promote
such a film, The research has been
done on material provided by Robert
E.Gilbert when the MUITIY came to his
part of Tennessee.

There's a great deal ot truth to the W @" :

0ld saying credited to Tutarnkamen VR LS S R
of " A man's best friend is his “&WMNMNWWMgw_
Mummy" and Hammer Films ever on the b\ XW”%‘ﬂfkp*
look out for a similar theme have Q.}ﬂﬂﬂﬁnlﬁﬁ

woven the above idea into their latest E‘fTRu[u.'m

Horror film - THE IUMIY. It is not Wl

b e WURRTI i
'“/}ﬁy{ WW

ot

[

"For the first time ever in
Johnson City.... an honest-to-
-goodness

AUTHENTIC MUMMY!

LLOYDS OF LONDCN FOR 1 MILLION D LLARS! jiccompanying the mummy will
be lovely Norpa Marla, whose ancestry goes back to an Igyptian
Princess of 1300 B.C., and Andrew Low, one of England's leading
%gyptologists... who acted as technical =zdvisor for the film, THE
MUMMY .

We invite you to come thrill to an experience you'll nsver
forget! Bring the whole family! Miss Marla and Mr. Low will be most

happy to answer any questions. 5




We then switch from the standard advertising to the "background
material™ which cleverly brings in a few authentic facts to add to
the fictional mmterial. A photo of Norma Marla posed in the same
position as Queen Nefretiti of Egypt adds to the interest of the
reading material, especially as a photo of the Queen is added to the
photo of Miss Marla as comparison.

"A million doller mummy is on display in Johnson City. Insured
for 1 million dollars by Lloyds of England, an Egyptian sarcophagus
containg the mummy, is being shipped here by train. Norma Marla , who
eppears in the Universal International film release,(This is the
compeny Hammer Films distributes in the U.S- via) THE MUMMY will also

be here Wednesday, along with Andrew Low, British historien and tech-
-nical adviser.

Story of the film is of an Egyptian mummy who comes to life
and goes on a murder rampage in Victorian England and kills off, one
by one, members of an expedition which discovered and desecrated
the tomb of an ancient Egyptian princess. Filmed in England, the
horror or occult film, as they call them promises to be a little more
sophisticated than American productions. llany nations and peoples
have practised the.art of mummificetion for centuries but the art r-
-eached its greatest degree and highest perfection in Egypt."

So much for the tackground of the story, the historical facts
and the photos. Next comes a "tie~-in" which is of the store that is
showing the mummy on exhibition and also taking the opportunity of
selling off s~me of its products at the same time.

"MUMMY I’ARKDOWNS" - "Along with the exciting exhibition of
.. the Egyptian Mummy,King's (The Store concerned) will have on the
@NW“r“@ w” ., street floor Wednesday, King's also bring you
& A9 E%q o (V= "Mummy Markdowns"! Not century old merchandise that's
b W\ ST e

> 7, = out of style...falling apart... and buckling at the
%v Wi 12 S @3
- W,

cnds, but fine quelity, seasonable items for family
”% = /57 ] (4 ‘and home...sultable use now and for seasons to come."
M E(—, 4
o A

and plunk a2 galmour photo of Norma appearing from
the sarcophagus and there you have the suggestion
~to the males anyway - that such a sight may be seen
at the store itself.

7 Connect up to this the news item that the

34 plene on which Norma Merla ' and Andrew Low are on

5 has an emergency landing and you have yet another
% free publicity item to add to the list.

When Norme finally arrives you can then get
the local paper to give her a long write up from
autobiographical material of the other films she
has appeared in, head the column with a gorgeous
pin-up (But discreet) of her and you have a whole
strip of material on the film for everyone to read.

-0-



In between all this though i
the normal advertisements for the 4 E
picture are being shown too -
coupled with a chiller called
CURSE OF THE UNDEAD.

T Yoo e Y. o S
ﬂwg&?wﬁﬁub

Everything is going fine
-except for one thing. One of the
readers Jjust happens to he an
Egyptologist himself Dr. William
Ward of a local college -~ he invcst- L.
~igates the various claims and writes Y
t0 the paper:—--—- i

After the advance notices
on television and in your paper
concerning " an honest-to-goodness
authentic mummy" in an "Egyptian
sarcophagus" (The exact words of
your Sunday advertisement), I was
guite interested in the appearance
of this unique phenomenon.

After my own examination of this reputed artifact from the
ancient past I must, unhapprily, report the following:

1. The sarcophagus was made of plywood and fiber glass, two
material completely unknown 10 any ancient Egyptians who wouldn't have
used them anyhow.

2. The inscriptions c¢n their fiber glass object said nothing
at dll, a rather interesting fact in the light of the statements that
this was the body and sarcophagus of an Egyptian vprincess. The inscrip-
-tion was mde up of Egyptian hieroglyphic signs chosen at random from
the ancient Egyptien script.

3. Lloyds of London were taken - thalt is, if they really
insured this rather bad imitation. No decent Egypiian princess would
have been caught dead in the thing. I am beginning to have serious
doubts as to the sanity of Lloyds.

4. Mr. Low is not "one of England's leacding Egyptologists"
as your advertisement stated, but rather a very talented technical
advisor for an English film company. To his credit,Mr. Low did not
pose as an authority on the Egyptian language.

Unfortunately,it appears that East Tennessee is not considered
intelligent enough to see through this kind of showmanship which, I
thought,went out with the medicine hawkers of the o0ld Wild West. I
would like to rise in lonely protest over the naive assumption on the
part of businessmen in this city that a gullible public will accept
anything if it 1s proclaimed loudly enocugh. As a professional

-10-
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Bgyptologist, I represent a oolﬂssal ninority. But I would like %0
stend in defence of the native intelligence of my new home. I am
goryry that there are still those who feel they can “"put one over"

on me end my neighbours. It ig my heine that the laadc¢s cf our
community will be more careful in the future and see to it that they
offer the good people of this community the genuilne article and not
a cheap -~ and very badly done - imitation." DR. WILLIAM A. WARD.

Robert B. Gilbert remarkssagely that " He shouldn't worry.
Even little children could see it wasn'?t genuine."

The newspaper of course replies to the latter:- In our Mailbag
column today Dr. William A.Ward of IMilligan College protests what he
considers misleading advertising preceding the display and the promot-
-ion of an "Egyptian mumny".

The Press-~Chronicle will not undertake to pass judgement on
the authenticity of the display. Dr. WVard is an Zgyptologist; we are
not. He speeks with an authority we do not possess.

The Press-Chronicle, as 4o zll good newspapers makes a special
point of the integrity of its columns, advertiding and otherwise. Ever
reasonable safeguard is used to assure the truth; every reasonable res-
-traint is employ=d to prevent deception.

But our advertising comes from a great many sources and a great
< » many people. These number in the hundreds. Obviously,
we can not quos+1on or challenge every piece of copy
that is presented., This is especially true in matters
of a specialised or technical nature. We can not,for
exampla, @m“le an gy ptﬁloglst t0 pass on mater1a7
in that realm. We might have use for him once in 10
vears, then again we night not.

he Press-Chronicle rejects,outright,
advertising that obviously is fraudulent or in pocr
1 taste, or both -- does it all the time--but 1t can
- not set itself up as a full-time censor, challenging
' every line in every paragrar of every ad. To do so
would not be fair to the person doing the advertising
who,in the vast majority of cases, is strictly ethica’
and high principled. It would be similar to telling
him, "You are guiity until you can prove yourself
innocent."

We thank Dr. Ward for his observations. We
ere always glad $0 know when people are not satisfied
with something that has becn advertised in our columne
We are directing Dr. Ward's comments to the attention=
of those who advprtlsed THE NUMIY .

Likxe I eaid - cven after all thess years,
"A Man's Pest Fiend is his Mummy" - even for the
NEWsSPapPers.e. -1 W He K N R KW KW W AN AN




In a recent fangine Bob Tucker (1/
I think was wmentioning the appearance
of science fiction magazines in the far
East a fact that came home to me the
other day with the addition to my coll-
-cction of several vintage ASTOUNDINGS
which go back to the 1939 and 1941
years and contains among other stories
Tesac Asimov's NIGHTFALT, Nat Schach-
-ner's COLD, Clifford D.olmak'e HERMIT
OF MARS, Heinlein's UNIVERSE and THE
ROADS MUST ROLL etc. My copies are
stamped The World News Co., 56 Nathan
Road, Kowloon, HONG KONG if anyone
wants to try their luck!

My copies cane via Art Wilson Lﬂ—~
"Te Chevalier du Ciel" of the Orient who has better access to such
things but as Tucker pointed out who knows what uncovered stocks of
gcience fiction lie in bookstals stretched from Honolulu to Okinawa??

* %% XK K% H XK

While on the subject of Okinawa - how the place has changed.
Once upon a time it wae a fantastically armed installation containing
thousands of Japanese +troops. Nowadays things are different - it is
a fantastically armed installation containing thousands of American
troops. The incredible battery of armament this unfortunate island in
the Hykyku group bears is terrifying in ites potential. It is merely
incidental that a couple of strategically placed rockets could wipe
the whole exhorbitantly costing bases from the face of the Earth. I'm
thankful I don't have to pay for it though.

My main interest in present day Okinawa is in a perlodlcal
called THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA which reads much like a fanzine one
wonders 1T some old time fan may not be editing it:- Take a letter
from a reader...

"I am going to steal next month so tha’t you will be forced to
7“7 disontinue your ncwhere rag. I can hardly
wait to gsee your faces when you finish
;&7 preparing your next issue because you'll
try to distribute on the first day of the
month and it won't be there. What do
you think of that? If you think this is
just an idle boast go ahead and print
your crummy book, ¥You'll lose your shirt.
I already lost wmine last night: the one

with the straps around it."
/)\Laz Of the island itself which
AT. OFF.

containg the town of Naha and various
other swall towns it says:--

-12-




"There may be 700 or so "Class A" bars and restaurants but
finding a qualified bartender is still an impossibility. Thexre's
still no hotel on the island, properly speaking. (Improperly speaking
there are hundreds of them). From banking to resort facilities, quality
and customer service is lacking in every field except one. If the
anti-prostitution bill is ever passed, this too shall pass away."

Okinawa has indeed fallen.

KEERKHEREERERK KRR REEE KT HEREREER ALK RERERKEERRRR KRR R RERE R XX R KRR RR

«..0mart man is he who thinks twice before saying nothing... THIS
MONTH ON OKINAWA.

KEKEFHRIR KK XK EREK KRR E RN IR K ERARREREKEAEX KR L FRHR R R EER AR RERERRRRREX

If they ever do decide to sell acres on the Moon as was once
prophesied I wondexr if the adverts will ever read anything like the
one I came across recently in the MIAMI HERAILD.

FAT DEER KEY. PLATTED COCO PLUM BEACH. COMPLETE FLORIDA
KEY. 325 acre island, mostly high and dry. (I like this bit - mostly)
Island partially developed with causeway to U.S.Highway 1. Oceanfront
acres with natural sand beach.
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Sacrifice - 1,500,000
dollars. F.P.Sadowski, .
Box 305,Marathon ;

Shores, Florida.
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Y'know - I wish ¥
L could be in a posit- Sy
~-ion to make that kind R s ”
of a sacrifice!! ~ = o
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by Mike Deckinger.

One of the things that I congsider to be the best form of
recreation while at the same time being an easy and cheap(sometimes)
way to add to one's collection of science fiction is to be permitted
to roam free and uninterrupted through a large and spacious back issue
store which carries enough items of interest to justify a fan's journey
to thie particular spot. I've made it a habit to visit these places
when I've had both the time and the money, which hes not been too often.
though there have been several occasions when both these factors were
present.

There are several such storeg in Newark,New Jersey, as one
would imagine, with three fair sized places all on one block, and since
they're easily accesible to me by bus, I've been to"visit" these shops
frequently, and have cleaned them out of all S.F. mags and pulps which
I d4id not formerly possess. I've also become guite acqguainted with a
few owners, which no doubt is good for public relations.

The general opinion that these owners share is that anyone

" willing to spend five buckse for a stack of ragged, torn pulps from

the forties and fifties with gaudy covers is slightly out of his head,
and they will invariably go pawing through any merchandise I present

to be paid for, hoping to find the spots where I've not doubt secreted
several men's nmagagzines , or magagzines of a more limited interest, usuva-
-1ly featuring the female of the species. They just can't believe I'm
gseriocus about purchasing the pile of pulps,and thus I never try to
convince anyone how serious I am, but slip out of the gtore and let

the bewildered owner think his own thoughts as I go. I've often wondere-
what these characters are thinking, but since I4m not that far advanced
with mental telepathy to deduce the thoughts, I don't even try to
receive them. Occasionally I will find someone else hunting through

the stack of S.F. but 9 times out c¢f 10 he will be doing this only on
the hope of coming up with some copy of DPLAYBOY or NUS which he hasgn':
gseen before, and wmight be hidden beneath This pile of worthless waste-
-paper, the 10th time he'll be a youngster who'll confuse the pulps
with the 3.F. comicse, and be drawn in by the cover,till he happens to
glance ingide the zine. Then he'll quickly make an exit till he finds a
nore appealing set of literature.

Tough luck,I guess. I've never found a hitherto undisgcovered
fan looking through the wags, but I might, somedayee..

~14-
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New York is of course noted for these

HOW  THE ' C
HEe K stores. Hovwever,before one tries his luck at these .
chamn I places, onz thins should be taken into consider-
DR A

-ation. It's always wise to go to a store that
does NOT specialige in 3.7, ?As most do), rather
than one tha’% does. The reasons for this are
0} ~apparent. Certain siores that do specialise in
lp TN \ just back issues of S.F. mags know that this is
. e\ what the customer wants, and hence they have a .
zgiﬁh ;}Y' hablt of raising the prices accordingly, till
ol AVAZINGS and FANTASTIC from the early fifties
are going at 60¢ apiece, more than twice the face
value. Thile these stores are in the minority and
are not too widespread throughout the city, unless one ig a millionaire
eager to lose a large percentaze of his fortune, it's wise to stay away
from these places, and instead patronise, the smaller,less specialiged
places. ‘

PISTURE
THIS TINY SPACEG

Unfortunately, most of these "less specialised" places are
specialising in one’i*em, the men's mags. ot Jjust TRUE and PLAYBOY
but French nudist mags and feelthy pictures and erotic bvooks etc.ete.
You don't have to look far to find pornography at every bookstore,
just by the sign that says: WE DO NOT SELL 70 ILNORS UNDER 21. Most
of the places do the most business with small packets of 12 4X5 photos
selling at anywhere from 85¢ to 2 dollars apiece. Anyone with a little
imagination can figure out what these photos are of, and what they
show, and I often wonder why the cops don't come in and confiscate
them as obscene material, because 90% of them are just thet. Then
there are also the 8mm stag films and the Wolf decks, on which the
owner generally makes up tc a 3009 profit. Of course these do not
g0 to minors too.

One store on 42nd. Street just off Times Square in New York
I can remember guite fondly, since it seemed H0 be the biggest on the
block (There were 9 other stores just on this block) and had gquite an
assortment.

When one first enters, there arc the tables of 45 RPM records
which are intended strictly as a front, since 1t gives the place a
decent air. On the sides are three large cases of pbs (It's interesting
to note that one whole case of pbs is dsvoted to just SF). This again
ig intended to mseke one feel as if hi's in a respectable place now —-
if that's what he's looking for. The courageous souls pass by these
shams to several tables with copies of JESTER,VUZ etc. - slightly
naughtier in respect, but not what one would say 1s really obscene or
in bad taste. Advancing further cne sees the short,bald headed man
sitting behind a cash register smoking a cigar and looking extremely
bored while clustered around hin are the packets of 4X5 pictures of
which there must be nearly 300, each going at 1.50 apiece, which is
guite good considering that the dealer only pays around 40¢ for them.
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Pehind him is a huge table Jjust littered with French nudist
magazines,old oopies of GEM,GAY, ROGUE etc. and a standing library
of nearly 20 people (Always) interestedly pesring through these
publicaticns. Off to one gide is a learge bock case , with half of it
devoted to old NATIONAL GEOGRAPHICS and POPULAR MECHMNICS, and the
other half devoted to S.F. Most of the digest SF mags are ones
recently returned by the newsdealer, with just a portion of the cover
missing,but once in a while a treasure like an ASTOUNDING from '36
or a copy of UNKNOWN can be unearthed. But it's an odd, strangely -

invigorating feeling to run your hands through these publications,
operating on the prospects of coming vp with 2 rcal find. Yessir,
it's a real funny sensation.

But wait +ill T get to the 4X5 pictures next week.
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«..Wise man he know everything -- smert min, he know everybody...
THIS MONTH ON OKINAWA.
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During my visit to SPAIN
this year I was surprised to find
at many of the leading bull rings
there that the most popular second
sport was wrestling presided over
" by a menacingly masked figure
called EL SONBRE NEGRE. Hig face
followed me right around the country
from Madrid to Barcelona. I found
out later his title was Spanish
for -—- THE BLACK SHADOW.,

Now comes a nsw French
masked wrestler called THE WHITH
ANGEL, a fabulous character who
follows in the footsteps of the
English masked man THE GHOUL,
The American MASKED MARVEL and
the Spanish fellow who followed me all around on posters. "I have
risen out of an abyss in the Larth" the WHITE ANGEL was heard to say
once, "My purposc on Earth is to punish all fekes and cheats who go
arcund pretending that they are wrestlers. I will disintegrate into
thr abyss from which I came when there are no more cheats or fakes
left in wrestling. For a start he pulverised +the two top French
villains - THE DRAGON =and a murderous looking individual known as
IRON HEAD. He seems to be making a g£00d sharteiieeceos -
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evese.VOte for Brother Frank Jares for TA¥F - Keep out the wetbacks.
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"T've been sweeping the streets," says

JACK THE RIPPER ominously, hefting his gleaming scal-

-pel from his inside pocket with practised ease,
"looking for you Mary Clarke. Mary Clarke is the

“lagt of his blood-spattered street girl victims.

The last street woman he has killed in Whitechapel

in London of the 1880's.

THE RIPPER was never caught but this

* film puts forward the most plausible solution to

‘ the most puzzling mystery Scotland Yard ever failed
to solve. It is that his identity was that of a
noted surgeon whose son committed suicide when he
found out the profession of his girl friend too
late. There are other variations of the theme as

to how the son died but all were connected to

women of this profession directly. There is no
doubt though that THE RIPPER whoever he or she was
(One theory says it was a nurse) had considerable
medical knowledge as an examination of the bodies
showed.

The murders shown in the film bear
little resembliance to the real thing to judge frowm
the medical evidence at the post wortems on the
victims. In the film he grabs his victim by the
throat, she struggles and he fumbles for the black
bag he carries, opens it with the other hand, stabs
once and then slashes the body in the abdomen a
couple of timeg and is then away down the cobbled
gtreets in a flash. This is a grossly innacurate
description and the crimes could not posgibly have
been committed in this gwift and silent manner. For
a wmere physical example - there are not many men
who could keep a strong, gtruggling female from
screaming - with one hand around the throat.

~17-~

e

ot T ok A .



The real killer of “hitechapel could not have killed as rap-
-idly as the filmic killer with & couple of thrusts. The real killer
was a systematical butcher who cut his victime' throats or slashed and
gstabbed them scientifically in the plices a surgeon would know. In
addition he wasn't called THE RIPPER for nothing because in many
occasions he frequently perforwmed certain gruesome operations on the
gpot laying various assorted organs in a pattern around the body on
the pavement. This all took time. None of this is seen in this version
and just a swift stabbing is wade of wost of the crimes except the
last one where the RIPPER actually finds the cne girl he has heen
looking for all the time. He killed the others in the process of look-
-ing for her.

The foggy London of the 1880's is adwmirably captured in the
film with the women with their feather boas, the street organs and
monkeys, the high hatted policzwen and respected surgeons of the
neighbourhood and although in real life wost of the RIPPER's victims
were not young or good looking it is possible to feel sorry for the
way in which they died even though all the time one can equally
appreciate wh JACK THE RIPPER i¢ trying to clear up the streets.
Cynics mighT say he was a Sir John Wolfenden of his day - his methods
were different but the results the sanme.

A dumb and crippled medical assistant at the local hospital
is arrested when the crowd mistakes his carrying of surgical instruments
as proof that he is the RIPPER. The Chief Surgeon of the Hogpital -

a part superbly played with sardonic relish by Ewen Solon - indignantly
demands to know why his assistant is in jail and when told of his
carrying surgical instruments of the type used by JACK THE RIPPER,
glips out his own pocket case of instruments and roars- "What do you
think THESE are?? TOOTHPICES?? If you're going to arrest everyone
carrying these you wnight as well arrest my whole staff. There isn't

one JACK THE RIPPER - there are half a dozen of us. We take it in

Tarns ! !

Throughout the picture the evidence points to one surgeon asg
JACK THE RIPPER and when the police come near each time we know he
must be caught, but the plot twists - and it is not he that is JACK
THE RIPPER - who is I never guessed till the lasT moment when the
true RIPPER is revealed.

The gtory of JACK THE RITPER is by no means as horrifying as
the late Laird Cregar's THE LODGER, nore does it have the remoteness
of Valentire Dyall's RIPPER of ROOM TO LET or the precision of Jack
Palance as the gaunt RIPPER of THE MAN IN THE ATTIC but it has many
ecrie moments and some sardonic twists of wit. The suspect surgeon
gays to the unlikely visiting American cop when he protests he is not
a colonial and that they have had war is told sharply - "You had no
war -~ that was a revolution!" and when the samre cop remarks disparag-
-ingly on the Head Surgeon's diagnosis is told - "An American? That
explains it". This isn't the most terrifying RIPFER fIlm made but it
gives the best explanation and the most ironically justifiable endlng
as the heavy wooden hospital elevator descends creakingly,hideously
asg the desperate figure that is iéCK THE RIPPER cowers below...THE END.



;\\-fﬂ.uv... PN
333

.w. .,

AN
TRy

@

IR 2
A et 3

e




FLEETWAY PUBLICATIONS & THE AMALGAMATED PRESS ITD. both of
Fleetway House, Farringdon oStreet, London B.GC.4 produce two magazines
both of which have much in common to the outside viewer. Beth have a
dull, uninteresting digeat sized format and both have equally uninspired
cavers. They are the kind of wsgazines I loolk at on a wagazine stall,
sHudder and pass by happily a2t the tunought that I've not got to pay
out 2/6d a copy for such stodgy looking things. The other week though
I vought a copy of each wagazine for a friend in Canads and before I
gent them off I chanced to read both and got guite a surprise at the
high guality of the contents.

Magazine (A) by the firet publisher has fimt an ingenious
poison thriller by the French wnaster Georges Simenon LE CHATEAU DE
L'ARSENIC, cleverly contrived like all Sinencn but never the grasp of
characters that he has of the story, then Jack (Invasion of the Body-
-snatchers) Finney in a death house dramz SEVEN DAYS TC LIVE of the
prisoner who paints a dcor in the cell in tke death house - a door to
egscape,John Randolph Thillips?® SHE RODE TITH DANGER has a maniacle
killer loose after the sheriff of a swall American community - his
wife gets the trouble though - the sheriff just gets the road blocks -
~-finely descriptive plece. Then Douglas Railton's THE BIG BLOW shows
how an o0ld time deep sea diver crippled by the "bends" can gtlll be of
use to the new fellows, THE TRINCE OF CHERKESSIA has Leslie Charteris
and his inimitable Saint in & complex insurance swindle which never
worked through to me till the last parsgraph, Geofrey A.Kino's RETURN
JOURNEY of the condemned killer in the West riding back with the
gheriff would make an excellent Western filwm, SENTRY on an alien planet
has Fredrig . Brown in fine one page mood in a familiar story of his
to SF fans, MARION COME BACK by Roy Vickers has a cunning wife killer
aticking h- body in one of the most obviocus and yet unlikely places
in his house - beautifully written suburban murder case, murder too is
in the heart of thief Len Martin in John Bingham's
fA SMILE FCR A XILLER while the serial DOWN AMONG
\ THE DEAD MEN is very wuch like THE DECKS RAN RED
W except insurance and concealement rather than
W\ galvage are at the minds of the mutineers.

,x Magazine (B) has even wore varied material
¢ Robert Holwmes'! HUBRBUB BUBBLES are those thoughts
that become visible to an sdvertising executive
who draws the "Thinks' adverts all day, Pat Highsm-
-ith's MAN'S BEST FRIEND has a2 witheringly funny
dog,Jegiues Perret's NYMPH OVERBOARD has a ship's
female figurehesal coming alive in delightful fantasy
t and Youngman Carter's CGRAND SEIGNEUR has a splendid
fe plot for a horrarfilm of the disturbed body from the
- past killing it's disturber,NIGHT ON VENOTENE gives
a new wartim: light on Steinbeck and MOTIVE FOR
MURDER WI1ll toke you across the Mexico-American
£ car race ciruit, R.Theakston's SILVER LINING
: shows balloonists finding angels directing clouds
and PETTELLA'S HOLIDAY has an ambush in central
London. MAGAZINE (A) is SUSPENSE ! MAGAZINE (B'
is  ARGOSY! Ang we nearly nmissed thea!!
w2
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i Qﬁl K="t s "local" science fiction writer
Ve “L‘ N R NS N R SN + .
LD ULV el ey PO SN Wriiing ebout the locale in
Wt \y%%%f%%ﬁgﬁﬁ"%ézgﬁ%%M. which he lives and knows. Such
{&gk;‘ﬁﬁ” 'E%égﬂ!;‘@f,,i a writer 1s Pat Frank, a
th"ﬁiﬁﬂ ;ﬁ%jégééézvﬁ University of Florida graduste
Jtﬁﬂ/ﬂ\N&ngiFi? 4 who lives near Mount Dora,
’ . A P , - - ~ .
A0 s Florida. In this first book
D '.iz% of his the entire setting
- almost is in Florida itself and in
and arovnd the cities and towns

a
he knows - lilawmi,Tampe,Jacksonville
Orlando ¢te after FPlorida has become a
Contaninated Area, completely gquarantined

fion the rest of the country.

Randy Eragg lives comfortably on his
Florica plantation drawing a steady dincoue
from his citrus crops while hig brother Mark is a col-
-onel in ‘the Strategic Alr Couwrand. Marks says of current American
civilisation :- "Bread and circuses should have warned us ;
we were going the way of the Roman Empire" and of the
position of iwminent war, “If I can feel the Lussians
are about to attack us - I can't tell you over the wire,
but if I say 'Alas,Babylon', you'll know"

When the message does come through Randy
"purchases food, o0il, candles and supplics none of
which are much use after the great nuclear pillar
rises scuth of him indicating ldami, Palm Bzach,
Homesgtead and Key West have been wiped off the map. ,
Jacksonville vanishes goon afterward. e

X 4 e " . //’ A

The reat of the United States fares no better /&Pf .

The President and hisg Cabinet and golf course have all\§g§ﬁ 7

been liguidated naturally by the first rocket. Mrs. 5%
Brown, a wminor cabinet offical is the solec survivor %ﬁV

andbeing out of town she is left in control. Ths
capitol is moved to Denver as each day new crises
arise.

As Pat Frank watches hie own "lorida
disintegrate beneath him we sece civilisation
itself crumble and mankind revert to the survival
of the fittest. Children are born but few survive
while pcople with weak hearts brought on by civil-
~isation itgself succumb immediatéaly, Pinanciers and
banizers choot thewmselves when it becowes clear thatb
noney, their chief object in life, is worthless.
The o0ld die from the blast effects or from the
primitive life they wust now lead. The doctorse
now unable to charge fantastic fecss for their
gervices run out of supplies and go back to the
knife. D]




The juvenile delinquent, bane of civilisation §
becomes bandit and is hung from the local
bridge as examples.

The material effects decay. Frozen
foods and ready-mixes collapse without refr-
-igeration but the canned food which isn't
radio-active lasts a little longer. Dogs
revert to the animal, pet cats eat goldfish
and the human survivors feed on mughroous,
honeycomb and fishes in the river.

No sound from the outside world at all as radio and tele-
~vigion have long ceased and it is a full year before a helicopter
from the rest of the U.S. arrives. The rest of the country has no
crops at all and they are cold.

How long will it take the U.S. to get back to normal inguires

"About a thousand years," says the observer, "Civilis-
-ation has been set back that far. We're now only a

A~ N ol / 1 ~! 4
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Hong Kong i1s a free country where a man can do as

hig wife plecS€ieesceessess"Thig Month on Okinawa".
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One periodical that should be added to your weekly
list is TOT SPOT publigshed every Thursday by
Fleetway Publications Ltd.,Fleetway House, Farring-
-don Street, London B.C.4 which contains sowme of
the best fiction in any weekly uwagazine, the best
comic strips and what's wmore a delightful selection
of girls in the pages including stills of
LIANE, GODDESS OF THE JUNGLE among others.
The fiction ranges from classic crimes to
light Trorne Smith fantasy and the strips
from THE TOWN THAT DIED OF A CURSE to THE
DEVILISH COMPUISION and true life gtrips.
Even further jammed into thig wealth of
mat:rial are articles on collecting, jazz,
bock reviews, competitions, filwm reviews,
cartoons and science fiction. Truly a 1
magazine to please everybody with at least
gsomething they like. A real bargain at a
mere 44d a week. Well worth getting, what-
~ever your tastes.
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LB YaN YOU 108 L0 HATE used to be a title applied to the
late and great actor Eriech Von Stroheim who used so effectively to play
the part of arrogant Prussian brutes on ithe screen - but today the title
has moved to a man who deserves it sc much wmore, & man whose crimes
exist in reality and not on celluloid though soon both are to be combin-
-ed. The man, if indeed he is one, is Wernher Von Braun whose main claim
to fame is the faet Lhat -he is probably the world's most successful
masg-~-nurder and certainly the most white--wazhed. No man in past or
present history has received such a successful job of white-washing
as has Wernher Von Braun. The brush has been applied by the American
State Propaganda Department whose mewbers were never as fortunate
enough as we here were to be on the receiving end of Von Braurs
misgiles. luch has been s&id about him in the past and much more will
be said about him in the future but at present a film is being made
of his 'life story - which after «ll is guite natural for Hollywood
tc make - after all they have given us the life stories of Jack-the-
Ripper, Attila the Hun, Baby Face Nelscn and John Dillinger - it is
only guite right and correct that they gshould continue the series
with that of Von Braun. The only difference is - Von Braun is alive
to enjoy the profits the filw will make. Who says crime doesn't pay?

Thomas Wiseman in THE EV@%ING STANDARD was the first to delve

-



into the subject when he interviewed the producer of this forthcowing
filo:—~~
MR. VON BRAUN - A Chance to Know Him Better.
(Of ccurez we know him pretty well already)

"Londoners are already intimately acquainted with the work of
Professor Wernher Von Braun. He was the man who wmade the V.2's for
Hitler. Now Hollywood 1is to give us the opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the man hiwmself. He will be played by Curt Jurgens
in a film to be made later this year by Producer Charles Schneer.

Schneer of Columbia Pictures mede his reputation with a film
called THE 7TH VOYAGE OF SINBAD you'll recall - Dynamation etc."

It 19 of Schneer himself that Wiseman first records his
impressions:~ '

"He said he understood quite a lct of people in London had been
killed" by Professor Von Braun's rockets - he wasn'% aware of exactly

how many but he would check all that because his film was going to be
absolutely accurate.

In the circumstances, he guite undcrstord that some of us
might be prejudiced against Von Braun((Hell no - we aren't prejudiced
against him - we just want to mount his head on the Tower of London
spikes)), well, it was only natural, but he wanted me to know that
Wernher was a good guy ((Himmler wasg kind to doge - so was Kramer of
Belsen)) - and an honorable man ((Iike Hideki Tojo perhaps?))

"In Awmerica," said Mr. Schneer, " he i1s considered a hero --

(( Now here we have an
interesting phenomenon for to all
intents and purposes all the people
seem to have been fooled all the
time. The main reason is the one I
mentioned at the beginning of this
article - the Propaganda Department
and you must admit they've done a
good white-wash job on Von Braun
all right. No doubt the same group
could also convince us that Belsen
was & holiday camp and that Jack
the Ripper was a social worker.

&"

For the second reason look
to Awerican writer Lloyd Shearer
the West Coast correspondent of
PARADE who says:- "America is a
nation of emotional hero-wcrshipp-~
-erg., Let a wildcatter strike oil
or an actress win an (Oscar or &
ball player hit 50 home runsg , and
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almwost immediately we turn these
people into celebrities. Ouxr
devoticn to them approaches
icdolatry, and we attribute to
them indiscriminately the virtues
of wisdom,patriotism, gratitude,
kindness, taleant and erudition".

il Perhaps this applies to
Li; Nazi butchere too - providing

2 suitable propaganda is laid in
i front 1o red-herring the trail.

But back to Schneer:-

"Pregident Eisenhower
conferred upon him the highest
award that caa be conferred on a
civilian - (( A suitably engraved
Iron Cross we trugt?)) - for his
work on American rockets.

((American rockets? Are
there such things? The only thing
that surprises me about these
American rockets is the fact
that they don't play a chorus
of "Deutschland Uber Alleg"
everytime one is launched))

"You see," said Mr. Schneer
"Wernher was a guy who just wanted
to make rockets - ((Like Jack
the Hipper wanted to cut throats
and mutilate people?)) - that was
his dream. ((His dream - our
nightmare)). The fact tha¥ they
put explosives in the rockets and shot thewm 2t London, well, that
wasn't hig idea.

((Mo, we bet he never even thought of it))

"Look, if he hadn't made those rockets the Nazis would have
killed him. What could he do®?

"He could have died," I :ugges%ed.

Mr. Schneer thought that was a gomewhat unreasonable suggestion
though he conceded it was what film heros usually do in such similar
circumstances. But that was just in films. (( Pity))

"My attitude” said Mr. Schneer, " is that this man had a most
unusual career - ((So did Dr. Crippen.)) - one worthy of dramatisat-
05—
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the girl nearer his own age.

Mr. Schneer said that the title of his film was going to be
I AIM AT THE STARS, because that's wihat Von Braun did. '

I said that if he was aiming at the stars then his aim hadn't
been all that sccurate in the case of those rockets that landed on
London, but them maybe he was just getting into practice.

¥ ¥ * * KK * ¥ %

The WOMAN'S SUNDAY MIRROR was & little wore explicit on its
opinions toward the prgected film:-

é Film NOT 39 see.

Hollwood is making a film about Wernher Von Braun the German
who dreamed up the V2 rockets which fell on Britair in World War II.

He 1s now in America and he is chiefly responsible for the
bigger, faster and more terrifying atomic missileg that are now being
produced.

Curt Jurgens is to play the lead part and the filwm producer
says that Von Braun will be shown as a sympathetic character.

Not to us he won't !

We feel that there is nothing sympathetic about a man whose
devilish inventions causzd so wuch death and disater among our women
and children; the man whose latest creations wmight destroy us all.

Woman to woman, we shall stay
away from this film. And we
hope you will,too!

* KX K * %K%

To add insult to injuries
Von Braun himself made an
appearance in the wvery city
he tried so hard to destroy
--at the most expensgive hotel
-in London of course, thne
Dorchester and among the things

he said was this Quote of the
Week o= ' :

"It is not exactly fun
to work on weapons of war or
see them used to kill people."

* X ¥ ¥* K ¥




-ion. We are going to tell the whole story
((I'1l BET you do to!)). Oh yes,we are
certainly going to include the V2 period.
(( Will you also include the sequence at
New Cross, during the war where a crowd

of women, children and babies in arms .
were gqueuing for food when one of his
missiles hit the gtreet? Will you show

the mutilated, the blinded, the crippled?
I think not!))

"Profesgsor Von Braun had been paid
a substantial sum of money for his co-op-
-eration -- (Capone had many highly peid
profegsional killers - but none so highly
aid as Von Braun.)) --said Mr. Schneer
but he would rather not say how much.

He to0ld me there was going to be
a character ((Only ONE??)) in the film
who would express the views of those people who thought rather harshly
of Von Braun's war-time activities. (( A masterpiece of understatement
this - "thought harshly" - it makes the whole business sound like a
schoolboy who has wisbehaved himself in class. How thick can the
whitewash go%))

"Wernher doesn't wmind this -- ((Damned forgiving of him - the
killer pardons his victims and wishes no ill-will to the survivors))
-- Oh sure, he objects to the point of view -- (( I imagine a lot of

people objected to losing arms. legs, eyes and their families from
his missiles)) but he is, you know, like Voltaire, he respects the
fact that other people have the right to say what they think. ((Ho
very magnanimous of him)) Aaan i SR DA

AN
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Mr. Schneer said that in

going to allow themselves some
artistic license.

"It's nothing anyone will
get upset about", he said. "Act-
-ually Wernher is married to a e
girl who is 18 yeats younger thanii
him. We're changing that because 2
in America a fellow who's marricd =4
to a girl 18 years younger than
him --well,he isn't very sympath-
-etically regarded for some reas-
~-on. (( We understand - in
Americe mass murder is acceptable
-lechery isn't.)) So we'll make
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John Gordon in the SUNDAY
EXPRESS followed Von Braun's
unwelicome visit in more detail:-

"Dr. Wernher Von Braun
who invented the V.2. rocket for
Hitler, comes over weeping croc-
-odile tears for the damage and
logs of life his invention caused
in London. He is now by the twist
of FATE a much-applauded citizen
of the U.S., heading the army's
ballistic missiles outfit.

So eminent a figure
indeed that President Eisenhower
recently awarded him the gold
medal of the year for distinguish-
-ed service with the cynical
citation that "he enhanced the
security of the free world by his
extrae-ordinary achievements."

I say cynical bhecause
Hitler gave him a mednl for doing
more than any man to destroy the
free world.

R
Von Braun comes to Lon- ;
~don to help in the making of a 3
film of hig life. Most people here ™
would have been better pleased to

be spared his vigit, his sympathy and his filwm."
A gentiment I heartily endorse.

KKK * % ¥ * K% * ¥ %

Peter IEvans of the DAILY IYPRESS investigated the actual
making of the film itself when Von Braun uet the director, the fine
Britigh director J.lee Thompson -~ a man who rises in oy estiwation
each time I hear of hims:-

"Here is the full, fantastic story of an 18 hour, non-stop
row between rocket scientist Wernher Von Braun and top British film
maker J.Lee Thoupson.

A row which threatened the big scale Hollywood film on the
man whose V2 inventions blasted Britain during the war.

A marathon row which began when Von Braun, the German wmisgile
~08-




genius turned American srace-hero, @aid that the proposed film made
him appear "weak" and a "traitor.®

An incredible day-and-night row durinz which Thompson, who is
to direct the film, was accused of acting under orders from the British
Government "to make a hostile film on Von Braun."

Last night Thowmpson told me:- "Von Braun was very angry with a
couple of scenes which he said made him look 'weak' and a 'traitor'.
Well,I saw no point in pulling any punches. Sco I told him that in
my eyes he wasg a traitor. I said that when the end of the war was in
gight, he packed up his sguipwment at Peenemunde and made for the
American side pretty damn guicl.”

"Well,Von Braun took it pretty well. te said: 'Listen my friend.
We were under orders to stay put and, if necessary, destroy equipment.

We disobeyed that order. e could have been caught and shot
down by the S.S. guards. I simply surrendered. I owed no loyalties
to anyone. How could I? I¥ country was 3mashed and being carved into
little pieces.'"

The straight choice was: who were to have the Peenewmunde secrets
?? The Awericens or the LRussians? Von Braun went West. Von Braun
pointed out that he had an invention in the V2 which could he harnegsed
for humanity and peaceful purpcses, "I acted to save that invention,"
he said.

"You acted to save your own skin," Lee Thompson told him. "That,
too," admitted Von Braun with a small smile. "I certainly didn't want
to die."”

Finally Von Braun said ne would permit the reference +to him
as a traitor,; nrovided he could insert
eight lines explaining his viewpoint.

Von Braun next objected to a
snggegtion that he d4id not know
how the NMazis planned to use the
V2 s

In the original script,
his wife said: "I suppose
they will use the rocket
N,Af*—::p on Lond?n?" And Von
Braun (Played by Curt
-~ Jurgens) angwered:

_’
s #;;;?“ "I suppose they
st fBuals will."
/ \ \\\\ Said Von Braun:
A \ "This makes
- Ala me sound

like a



Sﬂj’h

TN theatrical entiat. COf couvrse I knew they
Kﬂk \\\\ﬁ%> B would be alused o London. Vho do you think wasg
making the calculationu?

nge thot line. I would
course we will use them
I n naking them for.'"

One of Von Braun's aides then warned
“heiipson: "You are under instruction frow the
Pritigh Governwmsnt. Ard that explains your
nostilc attitude towards Ven Braun. I would
advisgs you Lo act more congiderately if you
wish thia film to be made.

"You nus’ cha
have answered: ‘Yes,of
on London. That's zhat

g
e

The talks regunmed. So did the filwm-
~making.
x KK KK K W KK

Wow let us draw a parallel. From this
gtory to a ccience fiction story by Avran
Davidscn which appeared in both ARGOSY and
TTATROY. A siULy cJuled RAPID ORBIT. In this
an umerl an scientist in the misgsile field
decides that the Russiang are go far ahead of
his own peo ie that he will go over to the
winning side and be in at th= kill. He shoots
his lab partner and <duwmps his car and body inte the Tske and deserts
to Huseia. He works for the Russians until they have picked his brains
and are readJ to send up & nman in the first manned gatellite——-

The Rugsian in charge of the pro“ect gumg 1t up mesterly:- "You joined
us from‘opportuniﬂm only. Yesterday you betrayed your own country.
Tomorrow they will very prooaulj catoh U w;bh uss if not tomorrow,
then the day after - in which case you will betray us for the same
reason. S0 you are not trusted. You have no say in The matter. The man
stays up. YOU.'

"Randal Wilcox speeds around the Zarth fegter than any human
has ever sped before. It is very CMaupad in the satellite he helped
build, but 1t is dangerous for him to move anyway. Bub very often he
can mcke out clearly the countrv he hatrayed. Whenever he passes
over it he sends out a zignal of his cwn, over and over, until the
turning planet tilts. Everyone h=sars it. BLIP BLIP BLIP -BEEP BEEP
BEEP - BLIP BLIP BLIP. IEveryons lInows it is Randal Wilcox sending
out his S05. But, of course, no one can help him at all.

Even if anyone wanted to."

would that such & fate could overtake Wernher Von Braun.

* %% Ko %%
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To the future of the filw on Von Braun's life - let me trace
the history of a film almost a deczde ago - one produced by Universal
International and starring Jeff Chsndlzr andé larta Toren in almost
their first roles. The filwm was called SWORD IN THE DESERT and it
painted in a very unfavourable and grotesque light the activites of the
British scldier in Palestine at the time of so wmuch trouble there. The
film was shown for one week at the New Gallery Cinema in Regent Street,
London all this time ago.

THE FILM WAS NEVER RELEASED.

It gtill lays mouldering in ite dusty cans in sonme forgotten
vault in Wardour Street. It will probably never be seen again.

I hope the same fats will overtale the film of WVernher Von
Braunis life.

Let us hope that in England at least, this Nazi butcher will
not be able to collect any royaltye- on this filwm - even though it
wmay make a fortune in countries who never knew what it was like to be
under guided misgaile attazk.

To Wernher Von Braun's ewployers both present and future it
would do well to point out to them the truth in an old saying credited
to Confucious. It says simply:-

HE WHO LIZE3 WITH THE DOCS - OFTEN GETS UP WITH FLE:S.

It would do well to remember that.

KRXXKXFERXEX T[T END  HAXXREXHEX
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Further information on Wernher Von Braun makes it's appearance as indeed
I suspected. THE STAR has the following letter from Dore Silverman,
Carlton House Terrace, S.W.1l. :-

A FIIM HE DOESN'T YANT IN LONDON.

Hollywood announces that it is to make a bicgraphical film of
Wernher Von Braun, originator of the wartime V-2 rockets, who was
captured by the Americans before the Russians could geize him.

No doubt the film will mention the 1050 Von Braun V2s which fell
on Southern England in 1944-5 and killed 2,754 people, including 160
shoppers (Nearly all women) in a store at New Cross one Saturday morning.

Perhaps the premiere of +the film will be a charity performance
for their dependents?

The USA was spared any form of enewmy bowbing in the last war; it
would be tactful of Hollywood at least to keep a tribute to this man
out of British cinemas.

* ¥ ¥ * %X H XX

From a later issue of the same paper comes:-

BAN THIS FILM.

Wernher Von Braun offered his considerable talents knowingly to
* further the Nazi dreawm of World Domination, which his V28 would have
brought more than a step nearer but for the attention of our bouber
chiefs.

Straining tolerance a little, he could,as a reader points out,
be compared with Sir Arthur ("Bomber") Harris as merely doing the best
for his side.

But Von Braun apparently was able to exchange Nazi ideals for
American ones with ease.

The idolising Hollywood film of his 1ife should be banned here
if only to confirm that our own ideals are not so lightly discarded.
Mrs. J.Harrison, Pulman Court, Streatham.

* ¥ % X ¥ % * X%

J.Lee Thompson the British director of the Wernher Von Braun film
is a great director and he goes up in wmy estimation even further by
having a clause inserted into his contract for this film.

This clause gives him the right to have his name taken off the
credit titles if he is not satisfied with the finished film.

He said "It is a safety precaution since, when I have finished
making the picture, it will go to Hollywood to be edited. I'm afraid
that perhaps,in the editing, the balance of the story will be upset.
If, for example, certain scenes are cut and Von Braun is shown
as a hero, I shall wost certainly want my name removed from the picture".
A sentiment which I heartily endorse. HEXKEEKKX KR KRR KKK KXK X%
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Arthur Sarsfield Ward died
a mysterious death. He died from
g little known form of nervous
exhaustion and the doctors said
he was just "burned out". His
nervous gystem was too strong for
his body. He was 73 years old but
no one really knew for sure as he g
claimed his birth records had been .o
lost. T

It was in 1913 that he first
cane to fame when he created a pen
name for his books - he took it fronm
the old Saxon language with two
words -- SAX ROHMER - Sax meaning
"Sharp Blade" and Rohmer (A Wanderer)
a name he congidered guited his
personality. Born in England he
always said, "I hate America - but
my home and my friends are all
there."

In 1913 he created one of
the most sinister and lucrative
Chinese fiends in literature -
DR. FU MANCHU and his enemy secret
gervice agent Sir Denis Nayland Smith
Thig evil genius was based, g0 he
once said, on a real life Liwmehouse
gangster who lived luxuriously on the

Rohmer was genuinely interested in
Chinegse writings and sayingses and once
in a Chinese text he claimed he had
found an unbeatable system for roul-
-ette. At Monte Carlo he won £80
every day for ten days using the
minimum stake of only half a crown.

Surprisingly for all his fantasy and Chinese stories, Sax Rohmer
had never visited China. He checked all his information on the Far East
from maps and books. Fu Manchu and Rohmer's books were published in
25 languages for 46 years and read by over 500 million people. A few
years ago the rights of the Fu Manchu series were sold to an American
T.V. company for £1,428,000 and an inferior series not shown on British
television was made of i%.

- Even in prewar days Sax Rchmer was earning the incredible awmount
of £20,000 a year from his books although he said of them - "There is
nothing go boring and dull in the world as writing them." and of Fu
Manchu - "He bores me. I never read my own books."

-33-
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The laget Sax Lohmer novel was By n
in which the doctor explained taat his agel

due to an elixir of 1life he had discovered,

B FU MANCHL
gsneds was

[ R T

SAY ROHMER IZ DEAD.

But Pu Manchu and the others he created will
live for ever. No writer could ask a greater obituary.

¥ K XK X % KK ¥* X% }
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Should you have 2/6d %o spare sometime do
please get hold of a copy of IZRO by Masaiake Okunmiya,
Jiro Horikishi with Mextin Ceidin which illustrates
factually and graphically the use of aerial power in
the Pacific World War II. TFearl Harbour, Wake Island, Singapore,
the Kamikaze and Midway are ell there -~ scen through the syes of the
Japanese. You begin to wonder that with the couparative ease which
The Japanese went through the Pacific - couldn't invaders frow gpace
maybe go through the whole planet here in the zame way? Tould not vhe
invader from space find the weapons used against him out-of-date?
Yould he not find the wmethode of fighting against him obsolete? The
Western method of fighting is of 1little use against a Bushido code
of fighting. Would the ainvader find his weapons and vehicles out-
-pacing the enewy vehicles just as the Zeros found the Chinese planes
at Chungking? In this episode the Jopanese author records the three
Chinege pilots who afraid of the incredibly fast new Zeros bailed
out of their undamaged planes. In such a detailed report it seems
careless of Okumiya to Torget to mention they were machine gunned
as they drifted down in their parachutes....

kb

An absorbing book, difficult tc put &
insight to the alien mind of the enemy. Iry a

own and an interesting
nd get it if you can.
e KK ¥R K ¥

THE WORLD, THE FLEISH AND THE
DEVIL which s Harry Bellafonfte's new
geri-science fiction film is not as one
or two readers have asked me from EARTH
ABIDES  butb is from the pen of old Time
writer 11.T. Shiel whose original story was
called THE PURPLE CLOUD. It was needless
to say written long before the Hydrogen
Bomb.
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The lettercolumn again - contributions to which are gladly
welcomed. Iirstly a rather sad letter because one of English fandom's
top artists says farewell to fandom. A pity - he was one of the greats
in the fanzine art world. He explaing how this has happened:- T

BILL HARR}Y 69 Parliament Street, Liverpool &.

actually these days I feel too old and tired for fandom. I've got rid
of most of my Tfanzines and others I receive I just burn, mostly with-
-out bothering to read them. There are only 2 couple of fanzines I find
readable - CAMBER, PLOY, SATEILITE, TRIODE - and maybe one or two
others. I pick up an Anerican fanzine and 311 I can find is a corny
article about Boyd Laeburn, Rich Eney or someone else I don't care a
bar of soap for, reviews which are a pain to read, amateurish fiction
(These days I don't even like the professional stuff) and & load of
other corn. In fact, most fanzines depress me these days.

Eddie,Harry Turner and wmyself are gone from the fanzine field
for good. Have any others appeared in the field to take our places?
((Mot in Englend - in the U.S. there are several new and promising names
though) Jim and Atom can't manage the lot themselves, they wouldn't
be able to sleep nightg. I've a lot of ideas on design and layout for
fanzines which would really makke a magazine an eye opener, but I'll
never try them out unless it's on BIPED.

Honestly, fandom sickens we, I'd soonzr write about other
things and just hear occasional news about friends in the field. The
fannish flame within me has well and truly died.

((And so has a tiny part of English fandom too Bill. We shall
miss you. No fan could have a better epitaph when he gafiates.))
ROAL RINGDAHL. Drammen, Norway. "It iz a mystery to me too how
people 1n other countries can tell you are a foreigner. When Cato
Lindberg and I were in IZIngland we must have looked very foreign indeed.
Catc had a shirt, lots of different colzurs on i1t and he had it hanging
outside his trousers. The way they are meant tc be worn, but did the
people stare! Even in London where blue and black people went ir the
streets with bed curtains and flower pots on them, well I don't under-
~-gtand the phenomenon." ({(ME neither - but that's London all right!))
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PETE MABEY. 10 Wellington Sqguare, Cheltenhan, Glpqoq.
\GENTSQ
Congratulations on getting Jim Cawthorne to do illog,

-if you go on at this rate you'll have all the best

fan-artists in! Peter Skeberdis says in tne last!}
issue that U.S. law does not allow the represent-
-ation of living people on stawmps - 1 agree thisj; &
is true, but it doesn't seem to mean that they

don't actually get on them: fcr instance, in the
geries they did honouring the various services
the pictures of sailors etc were moetly taken
from photos and some of the faces have been i
identified as living persons. ‘here are other ’ —
countries though, so don't give up!! Nicaragua —
has already put out a stamp showing a chap,

Capt D.L.Ray, with the proud inscription above
his pcrtrait " NICARAGUA PAN"., He seems to have s
gomething to do with their Air Force - but he is
the BNF of Nicaragus obviously. We ought to orgenise the next World
Con in such a country then everybody ought to get their faces on,
ranging from us on lc or 2¢ values up to Willis on the 10 dollar and
Reaney etc on the Postage Dues'! ... and the feude started would prob-
-ably lagt out the century!

HHAEARK AR KA KKK RS KRK SRR KRR R R LR RN AR WU RN RN F R RN F WK R R A KW He Ko 3K KW W K KRR H
sohn Konig is in the uidet of a fan feud -~ you see , it seems that

he broke his mother's fan and... CCLIN CAMERON.
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SAM J. LUNDWALL. Hagersten 4, Stockholm, Sweden. "I did send a
TetTer to Ray Bradbury a week ago (after asking the whole of fandom
Harry Werner of Hagerstown,USA told me the address) and yesterday I
got the answer. This was really the fastest answering I ever got in
feandom - 4 days after I sent the letter, the answer is back to me.

And in U.S.A. too. Wow! He was very kindiy, and said that he's mother
was born in Stockholm in 1888 ~ her name was Moberg. There you see --
all brave guys have connections with Sweden. Heh. %(How about the brave
women like Anita Ekberg?? I rather liked printing this little piece
of information as arn illustraticn of what a nice fellow Ray Bradbury
must really be to go out of his way to wake a lone Swedish fan feel

at home. Truly the hallwmark of a great science fiction writer.))
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"Dodd's Pills have been taken with good results for over 50 years?

Of course, what they're really saying is that you have to have taken
them for over 50 years before you get good results. COLIN CAMERON.

KHERKFEKIEXA LR XL X IR IR KRR TR XK IR RN XX LRI R AR XA SRR ERRRX XA RARRRRX

ARCHIE MERCER,_434/4 Newark Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln.
Let's get straight to your SF film millipede. The obvious title
suggests itself -~ THE MILLIPZDE FROM ONE THCUSAND FEET.

* Kk H* 3K * ¥ %

BROTHER FRANK T'OR TAFF. -36- VOTE FOR FRANK JARES FOR TAFFR,.




MARTION ZIMMER BRADILEY. iochester,
Texas, U.S.A,

"My fanzine review fanzine has
folded %because I was in the

middle of rewriting a novel...I
gold it,too, and bought a car with
the ¢'..u:. No, they don't pay that
much for science ficticn novels, the
car is a ten year old Jalopy but it
rung like a dream, purrs like a kitten / o TR
and all the other cliches and now I  ceeSeeZ WU
can haul the clothes to the laundry

end the groceries to the front docr

on my own. It's a blue 1950 Clirysler, rather battered but very servic-
-eable and of course I love it dearly, even though it eats up all

the spare change I used +to svend ¢n acgasines and records. The

novel was called SEVEN FROM THE STARS and will appear in AMAZING
STORIES one of these months.
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Brother Frank Jares for Governor of California and for TARRP !t
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GEQLGE E.METZCER. Oroville, California,USA.
Cawthorne 's styie is & rich, well executed
one. Sheer poetry of pen and stylo. The
2 arrangeuent of that back cover is even
more than I could do to gay the least. The
panocrama of the March of the Hoxdes of the
Legion of Death on page 6 is fabulous. I'd
like to do that in oils, about 2% times
LRﬁLJ that size......
J /¥**%*%*****%*%*******%********************
4TBrother Hanl Jareg is a popular man....
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MIKE DSCKINGER. The Sage of Millburn, New Jergey finishes this rather
brier Jetter column with an interesting report on two new science
fiction filws not yet released in Ingland:~ "The filme . were THEE
KILLER SHEEWS and THE GIANT GILA MONSTER both low budget Horrar Tilms
with a large amount of bad acting in each. TiiF KILLER SHREWS is about
a scientist working on an island who causes nutations in shrews,
making them the size of weolves and three times as deadly. This was
handled as a sudpense story, but could have been much better under
better directicn. Anyway it's a2 routine plot, with the man eating
ghrews as the protagonists. The make up of the "mutated shrews" wasn's
really too bad. They w ere prchbably dogs, and had artificial fangs,
wild hair and long gnouts. They Jidn't look much like shrews:; but then
they were suppocsed to have been mutated ones. THE GIANT GILA MONSTER
is slightly worse and concerns a ...giant gile monster —-((Noll)) -
this lizard lives cut west, and goes around causing a lot of trouble.
Anyway,the special effects in it are nothing to speak of, since the
"giant" gila monster is actually a regular sized lizard but is rsed
with backdrops, mock-ups, and wostly miniatures, to get across the
effect of it's height. About 211 it does is walk around knocking over
things, but then of ccurse it musthe degtrcyed, and you know the rest.
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ROBERT E. GILBERT vreports further on THE MUMIY publicity in this issue
"Yes,I saw Norma Marla in person. She passed within a foot of me. Four ox
five men carried a wooden packing cas:c from a truck into King's depart-
-nent store. They opened the case and took out the sarcophagus, stood it
up in the floor, and opened it to reveal the mummy. A few minutes later,
Norma Marla,the technical advisor on "The Mummy", and the manager of the
Majestic Theatre entered the store. Yorma and the adviser stationed
themselves near the mummy case to answer quegtions. She opened a basket
she was carrying and took out a puppy, perhaps a collie, which she
fondled lovingly. Her hair was so black it looked d._ed. Her teeth, if
those were her teeth, were the most perfect I've <een. She wore a short,
tight, thin, purple dress. I didn't ask her any questions. I just stared
at her. Somehow, I was not impressed. She looked artificial, like a dummy
in a store window. Besides, I think several of the girls who work 1in
King's are prettier. ((Yes, but waybe they don't have 2000 year old
mummies?))

This nude-model-horror-movie-actress thing is developing
into & phobia. Now every film 1 zgee, I wonder if I haven't seen the her-
-oine sowmewhere undressed. I think I've found another one, but maybe I
gshould check some more. Perhaps nude modelling is a standard part: of
their training. (¢ The phobia has affected me too - Ingrid Goude in
THE KILLER SHELEWS gnd half the cast of QUEEN OF OUTER STACE is added -
you don't suppose Ackerman keeps a list do you??))
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Ken Cheslin:- "Ron Bennett draws lines on toilet paper" - which on the
face of it seems a rather unusual occupation don't you think??
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That mythical character GEORGE H. WELLS reports on the Jack-the-Ripper
film:~ "When Jack said sweeping the streets, he was talking about how
he and I used to sweep the streets together in the Sahara Desert. We
kept sweeping but we never did get down to the street level since the
sand blew back. In faect, while we were there we never swept enough off
to see the pavement. In fact, Jack used to'get so discouraged he'd rip
his hair out. Hence the name JACK THE LRIPPER.

******************¥********X¥***********************%*****************

"What you-publish:'now is CAMBER YEARBOCK isn't it? "ROBERT E. GILBERT.
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The difference belween the film THE WAN '"HO CHEATED DEATH and the orig-
-inal THE MAN IN  HALF- MOON STREET is the fact that in the latter the
man gained long life from the organs taken from ex-convicts while in the
film for more commercial reasens he stzals the organs from young girls,
I remarked on this fact to GEORGE H. WELLS-who etplained thus:- "I don'?t
know what's wrong with gettink.organs from girls instead of men. I do

it all the time. Of course the last organ 1 stole was from the Methodist
Church. Was an awful big one, with: big. pipes sﬁc:.clc:m’r out the top. I
have this body into which I'm putiing stolen orgams in the hape to act-
-ually build a human being but where this organ édn fit I don't know.
Killing thescgirls though has left me with problemg For instance

among the left over organs I have 37 mouths. You wouldn t be needing a
mouth organ now would you??
************************************’*******************************V**
I can afford to buy anything I want, only T'm naot going to c'os I'd
sooner have the money....Tony Hancock.
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